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Thoughts on appropriate behavior while in our community…

We are a community composed of many young people from within Africa and visitors from around the world, and, have a clear set of values and ethics that we teach to the kids in our programs. While we take a very open stance toward the variety of visitors it is also good for you to be aware of some of our core values and some of the issues involved in integrating backgrounds, worldviews and converging cultures. 

· Values we encourage:
-Growth (encouraging yourself to grow in wisdom, spirit and truth as you encounter new life experiences)

-Friendship (we place priority on relationships first – and then secondly on tasks we are doing – it is more important to learn to be with the people here before you start doing things for them)
-Expression (opening your heart, and sharing with others in fellowship and community)

-Humility (knowing that no human being is greater than you and you are greater than none)
-Seeking (acknowledging that you do not know all, and being willing to learn from even the most unexpected of teachers)

-Mercy (compassionate behavior towards all who ask it of you)

-Purity (honestly seeking truth and attempting to implement the highest and best values in your life)

-Peace (working across the lines of culture, tribe, religion, political views and loving those who would be considered your enemy by society)

-Integrity and Virtue (holding strong to your morals despite pressures from the world to devalue yourself and operate at a lower level of moral capacity)

· Problem Areas:
Cultural Sensitivities Alcohol consumption and smoking are much more problematic here than in the west, think of it this way... because of the differences in income, a Ugandan who has one-bottle of beer a day habit - would be spending a portion of his income that would be equivalent to an American with a $50 a day cocaine habit – naturally the finances required to sustain such habits often lead to deceitfulness and inability to cover other basic needs – regardless of the health considerations.  Also under this category would fall issues such as derogatory language, and inappropriate dress; look around you and see how self respecting locals are dressing – for girls trousers in town are ok but in the village areas like on the ranch women mostly wear skirts.

Romantic/Sexual Relationships Especially involving the young people in our programs- we discourage having romantic relations with one whom you are not committed to publicly, and without long term intentions. Uganda has one of the highest rates of teenage pregnancies in the world and of course - the well publicized AIDS epidemic.

Finances Avoid making donations to anyone unless you have checked with one of our staff – Ugandans are not shy about asking for things. Also, when you go out to eat in a international type restaurant the price range is way out of line of what local food costs so if you have invited anyone to come along – you will probably have to pay for their meal. 
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